


Hello Church Family,


As a church we are facing a situation that is entirely new to us. Perhaps like many of 
you, this is unlike anything that we have ever dealt with or seen before. And so, please 
know that, as the leadership of this church, we are deeply aware of our need for God’s 
wisdom in how to shepherd and lead you during this time of crisis.


We come to you with important information about our plans, as a church, regarding the 
most up-to-date information we have about the coronavirus (COVID-19). We are trying 
to stay fully informed with the information coming from our federal, state, and local 
government officials, and we also recognize that this is a rapidly changing situation. 
Every single day new information is coming out, which makes it more difficult to plan 
for the long-term.


However, in light of the current information regarding the spread of this virus, and 
based on the recommendations from medical professionals and our governing 
authorities, we plan to cancel our next two Sunday morning worship gatherings (3/22 
and 3/29) as well as all other church related activities. We will be planning to move our 
Sunday morning worship times to an “online format” (seen later in this letter).


As of today, our governor ordered the cancellation of any event with more than 50 
people. Our president has recommended social gatherings no larger than 10 people. 
As you know, many restaurants and businesses are closing. Our schools have been 
ordered to close until the end of the month. And we believe, as difficult as this decision 
is to make, this is the best course of action for our church as well. 


Please note that this is only a “temporary compromise” for us rather than any kind of 
"ongoing convenience.” We believe gathering weekly as the local church should be of 
highest priority and fundamental for our health as a church and the way we function. 
However, our current situation is calling for us to forgo that gathering for a few reasons. 


Why would we make this decision?  

Our reasoning for this course of action is two-fold and both of them are biblical 
commands for Christians. 


First, our desire to love our neighbors. Jesus says that this is the second greatest 
commandment (Mark 12:31). He also says it is this love we have for one another that 
will demonstrate to the world that we are his disciples (John 13:35). And the apostle 
John makes it clear that it is this love for the brethren that is the evidence of our new 
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birth (1 John 4:7). This means loving those in the pew next to us, but it also means 
loving our neighbors in our greater community as well. By continuing to meet together, 
against everything that is being recommended to us, we believe that we are putting 
others at risk in our congregation and in our community. And by doing so, we are failing 
to love each other well through this growing health crisis. 


Second, our desire to be submissive to our governing authorities. Paul tells the 
Romans, “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.” (Romans 
13:1) He goes on to tell them that the government is God’s servant for their good 
(Romans 13:4) and that God has ordained government as a means of caring for and 
protecting the well-being of those under their authority. We believe that these 
recommendations from our governing officials to suspend our pubic gathers for a short 
time are to that end. While we do believe that there may be times to defy the authority 
of the government when that authority comes into conflict with God’s authority (i.e. 
forbidding us from preaching the gospel, persecuting the gathering of Christians, etc.), 
however, we do not believe that to be the case in this particular situation. And by our 
humble submission to the government where biblically permissible, the apostle Peter 
says “we put to silence the ignorance of foolish people.” (1 Peter 2:15) Which means 
we give the world nothing evil to speak against the church and we show “Christ-
likeness” to the world who is watching right now to how we will respond. 


So what is our plan moving forward?


1. We will not fear. It is important to remember at a time of crisis like this, that there is 
absolutely no reason for the people of God to live in fear (2 Timothy 1:7). Though 
we live in uncertain times, we have full confidence and trust in our sovereign God 
who reigns over all. He is providentially working all things for our good (Romans 
8:28), he is for us and is never against us (Romans 8:31), and nothing can separate 
us from His love (Romans 8:35-39). Which means that we should not be a people 
marked by anxiousness and worry over this virus, but rather a people who 
demonstrate to the world a calm confidence in His sovereign care—knowing that 
He will care for us (Philippians 4:6-7; Matthew 6:25-34). 


2. We see this as a gospel opportunity. It is uniquely at times like these where all of us 
become imminently aware of our powerlessness. We come face-to-face with our 
own mortality and inability to control our own lives (James 4:13-16). And this is 
where we believe this crisis provides us the opportunity to share with the lost world 
the only hope for all mankind found in the gospel of Jesus Christ. Our prayer is that 
this church sees this seemingly dark time as an opportunity to share the light of the 
world. 


3. We will over the next two Sundays make our sermons available online through our 
website (www.secondbaptist-mtv.com) and our podcasts. Those will be available 
to you on Sunday mornings. Rather than doing a livestream, we will “pre-record” 
these messages for you. And while we cannot personally be together, it does not 
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mean we cannot meet around the Word of God in unity of spirit. During this time we 
will have (music?) announcements, prayer, and the preaching of the Word for you to 
worship at home. Beyond these next two weeks, we will provide that information 
for you about our gatherings as soon as we feel it necessary to make those 
decisions. 


4. It is vitally important that you continue during this time with your regular giving. Not 
only is this important as an act of your stewardship to God, but also for the ongoing 
support and ministry of our church. So then how can we do this when we won’t be 
meeting together to collect this offering?


• We have an “online giving” option now through Realm Connect. Go to https://
onrealm.org. Login to your account. Click the “Giving” button.” Click “Make a 
Gift.” Fill in the amount, date, and choose “one time” or “multiple” (“multiple” 
allows you to set up recurring gifts). On the next page you can choose (or not) to 
contribute an extra 3% to offset processing costs. If you are on the Realm 
Connect App, click the “Giving” button. Your browser will then launch for you to 
follow the steps above. If you have any questions, please contact Chuck Higley at 
806.433.1723.  


• You can still mail-in your offering to the church office (605 S. 34th St. Mt. Vernon, 
IL 62864)


• You can also drop it off at the church anytime during the week’s normal office 
hours. 


5. At this time, our building will continue to remain open during normal hours, from 
8am to 3pm. Please feel free to contact the church office (618.244.1706). However, 
please note that we will not be hosting any events or gatherings at the church 
building, nor allowing others to use the facilities until further notice.


6. Because we will be unable to meet for our normal Bible study classes, we plan to 
provide you with a family devotional resource each week on our church Facebook 
page for your children that will coincide with the Sunday morning sermons.


7. We plan to continue to update you on church news and information through Realm 
Connect, as well as our church Facebook page, so it is very important that you stay  
up to date with announcements through these sources. 


8. Please know the elders and deacons are committed to continue caring for the 
needs of our congregation. If you do have any needs, prayer concerns, or other 
ways in which we can specifically minister and care for you, please do not hesitate 
to contact one of us or call the church office. We will be diligent to reach out to the 
members of our church and follow up with them as we can over these next few 
weeks.
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What are some practical ways we can continue to minster to one another?  

Although our normal ministry programs will not be operating as usual, this does not 
mean that no ministry can be happening. There are still numerous ways for our church 
body to continue ministering to one another during this time. While we would 
encourage you to abide by the recommendations not to gather in groups larger than 10 
people, here are some suggestions for ways to “do” ministry:


• We encourage our small groups to continue to stay connected and in contact with 
one another (i.e. phone calls, text messages, FaceTime, Zoom, Google Hangout 
etc.)


• Again, meeting in smaller groups in homes (at least at this time) is still a great 
option. You could invite another couple or perhaps a single in our church over for 
a meal one evening at your house. Enjoy a time of reading Scripture or prayer 
together. Who is there in our church at this time who might be particularly isolated 
that you could minister to? 


• Find practical ways of reaching out to the older folks and immunocompromised in 
our congregation who are the most susceptible to the virus and ask how you 
might be able to serve them during this time. 


• Invite a lost neighbor or family member over to your family worship time during 
our Sunday “online” gathering. They may never come to a church building, but 
they might come to your living room! 


• Scott Pittman is currently working on some possible outreach opportunities to 
provide you ways of ministering to our community. We will update you on these as 
soon as we have more information for you. 


• Should anyone in our congregation become sick, please let us know so that we 
can minister to you by picking up groceries and supplies for you, praying for you, 
and caring for you during this time. 


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Grace and Peace to You,


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 -The Elders of 2BC
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